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How do we partner for impact?
Communication, Co-des ign, & Outscaling



Climate science provides data & information, 
communities rely on local contextualised 
knowledge
R4D that aspires to socio-ecological resilient 
smallholder farming needs both.

Addressing climate risk is 
complex and dynamic. 

In addition to contextual 
knowledge & good 
adaptation science, 
authentic & 
complementary 
partnerships are critical 
for success.

Key learning from climate adaptation 
projects in South Asia*

* ACIAR funded ‘Adapting to Climate Change in Asia’ (ACCA) project – Climate Information Centres (CLICs)



Bringing science and community together around 
climate information in southern India (Telangana)

Finding a common language & exploring 
innovative ways to translate, exchange 
feedback & communicate effectively



Co-designing, co-developing & co-owning
- Example from West Bengal & Bangladesh*

To build good 
partnerships, we need to 
invest in good 
partnerships, not just 
good science.

Co-design, 
co-development and co-
ownership start from day 
one.

Typical model development: 
1. Collect data 
2. Build Model 
3. Demonstrate Model

* ACIAR funded ‘Socially Inclusive Agricultural Intensification’ (SIAGI) project



Scaling research for impact 
(in Indian states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka & Odisha)*

Improved understanding of how researchers can 
engage with large development programs

Strengthened partnerships at multiple levels

The challenge of linking the Research 
in R4D with the Development

*ACIAR & Australian Water Partnership (AWP) funded 
Water Management in Rainfed Areas –  Outscaling Australian Supported R4D

Total outlay (~2B$)
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Summary

• Authentic & 
complementary 
partners hips  are critical

• Common language & 
innovative communication 
bring s cience and 
community together

• Co-des ign, co-
development builds  co-
owners hip

• Des ign R4D for outs caling 
& impact from the outs et 

Thank you

Partners , collaborators  & champions  from around  world for their trus t, 
respect & collaboration over many years
Crawford Fund, CSIRO, ACIAR, AWP, DFAT
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