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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The title of my presentation is the same as the session, but I will talk about features and approaches that sits behind this topic
So the presentation is about doing research with utility in mind – how to make research count for better practice - but I will take you on a bit of a journey to get there.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1. This painting is about the historical origins of island societies and their food security 
2. It is painted by a local artist in Solomon Islands. His name is John Limaito'o and he has helped us paint images of island life, traditions, protected species
4. In this scene women are coming ashore from the artificial islands built in Langalanga lagoon many many generations ago. They are bringing fish and other products from the sea
5. Other women, and an old man, are coming down from the bush with roots and building materials.. 
6. Historically these peoples bartered products from the sea with products from the land. 
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Presentation Notes
1. While this seems like traditional practices from ancient history. This type of exchange is still foundational for food and nutrition security in Solomon Islands.
2. The trade and exchange of roots and fish remains the heartbeat of the Malaitan food system
3. This is Takwa market in rural Malaita. Marketing is done on the ground. The market is very basic in that regard but crucially important. The same clearing in the bush where ancestors have marketed are still filling a central role in people's lives today. 
4. Often these spaces gets tangled into narratives about food system transformation, but the point here is that they are building blocks for island food futures.
5. Some of these resources are under threat and the food systems often viewed from the outside as inefficient. 
6. The message is often that they require external intervention to be made more sustainable or modernization to be made more effective



Making our research count

Editorial | Published: 13 October 2020

Feast and famine in agricultural research

Nature Plants 6, 1195 (2020) | Cite this article

These studies emerge from the Ceres2030: Sustainable Solutions to End Hunger project,
which brought together more than 75 global experts from 23 countries. These researchers
looked at a diverse set of issues in their evaluation of more than 100,000 articles in
agricultural research. Using detailed protocols registered on the Open Science Framework

(https://osf.io/adxek/) before the work commenced, they identified all articles capable of

contributing to their scientific assessment. A surprisingly consistent result was that only
around 2% of published agricultural and agronomic research has original and high-quality
data about solutions for small-scale producers?.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41477-020-00795-9
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But when we turn to science for advice there is an apparent gap in its utility

2. EXPLAIN SLIDE

3. This finding raises concerns and questions about how research is responding to need and demand

4. Is it relevant, legitimate and effective?


“High-Quality Partnerships”

The CGIAR Quality of Research for Development framework

Relevance Credibility
Learning is aligned with national and regional priorities Dependable and sound knowledge that is logically interpreted
and incorporates stakeholder engagement in planning and gained from rigorous method and evaluated in peer review

Legitimacy
Ethical and fair representation of all involved and sensitive
to perspectives of contributors and intended users

Effectiveness

Knowledge, products and services have high potential to
address a problem and contribute to innovative solutions

A survey of CGIAR Science Leaders in June 2020 showed that...Science
Leaders found QoR4D elements of Legitimacy and Effectiveness to
be challenging to mainstream into planning, management, and

practice.

| | TN
Independent Science for Development Council (ISDC) 2020: ‘Q?
https://iaes.cqiar.org/isdc/publications/quality-research-development-practice-one-cqgiar
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Presentation Notes
A structured way to think about how to make research count
Consider four main elements of “doing research” 
- Legitimacy as a precursor to effectiveness

https://iaes.cgiar.org/isdc/publications/quality-research-development-practice-one-cgiar

National agency capacity
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For work in the Pacific it is useful to take a historical perspective for ways to think about legitimacy
These features are recognized in the Australian International Development Policy, so practices to support it are needed

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2021.757407/full

Power over priorities

Partnering elements
Exploring Defining rmutual Defining mutwal Power balancing, Sharing of resources, rewards
fit batween benefits, trust benefits, trust accountability, learning, and risks with collaborative
entities building, Government building, Government sorme sharing of resources, and ongaoing transformative
Fisheries sector Fisheries sector relaticnship shifts where learning for system-level
following the MGOs fallowing' the NGOs Government Fisheries sector changes enabling research
starts to lead NGOs and set innovation impadcts at scale
the agenda

Years SRl 1990-2000 2000-2010 2010-2020 2020+
Relative power to determine research priorities and approaches

. . L}

| WarldFish

Initial Co-ordination Co-ordination From co-ordination to Programmed actions
networking Co-operation, recognizing to improve equity in
areas that need to be the partnership and so
addressed to reduce foster collaboration with
inequities, institutional scaling, learning

and spill-aver as objectives
Stages of partnership

FHGURE 2 | The differancas in relative participation, collaboration and power between MPMB and WorldRsh o determine and direct resaarch for development needs
over tima, mapped to the stages of a ressarch-development partnership, adapted from Prain et al. (20:20), and including themes of equity described by Price ot al

(2020).
o T W
Schwarz A-M et al. 2021 Three decades of research integration. Food Syst. 5:757407. %?

httos://www.frontiersin.orqg/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2021.757407/full WorIdFi sh cGiar
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Not bigger, not more profile, - fit for purpose

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fsufs.2021.757407/full

Research approaches
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1. A conceptual shift in ways to think about research integration 
2. To make international investment in agricultural research sustainable in the longterm, the emphasis should be on assisting national agricultural research and extension systems in building their own capacity, rather than substituting their activities


Honiara, Solomon Islands
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This approach is applied across all partnerships across the region in our program – each place is different


“The current strategies that you and your teams use to
support the uptake and use of the knowledge you generate.”

‘Culture eats

strategy for
breakfast’

- Peter Drucker
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Bridging the science practice gap has for us necessarily involved a shift in culture and reward systems


Culture is made up of research behaviours and
attitudes

“Listen”

“Have fun”
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“Listen”, “Have fun” and “be nice to people” goes a long way as principles to guide research practices that are more legitimate and nurture positive partnerships
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